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Let’s test your civic knowledge!

Office of the Connecticut Secretary of the State

1. Name the 3 branches of government 

• Executive, Legislative, Judicial

2. The U.S. House of Representatives has how many members? 

• 435 Congresspeople

3. The Connecticut General Assembly (the state legislature) has how many 

state representatives and senators? 

• 151 State Representatives

• 36  State Senators

4. True or False. Being an 'Independent' means you don't belong to a 

major political party. 

• False



Let’s test your civic knowledge!
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The Power of 
Civics Learning 
Platform

Office of the Connecticut Secretary of the State

• Platform launched in 

October 2025

• Confident civic participation 

= better outcomes

• A tool that makes civic 

participation easier

PowerofCivics.ct.gov



Overview of the Training



Welcome and 
Introduction to 

Government

Office of the Connecticut Secretary of the State

•Understanding your 

rights and duties as a 

citizen

•Background on how our 

government functions 

• Levels of Government  

- Federal, State, and 

Local



Engage with 
Community

Office of the Connecticut Secretary of the State

•Attending town meetings

•Volunteering to connect 

with the community

•Participating in a political 

party

•Understanding the threat of 

misinformation

• Civically Engaged 

Organizations (CEO) Program



Candidates and 
Campaigns
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• Familiarize yourself with 
the ballot

• How to research 
candidates and engage 
with campaigns:
• Attend Candidate Events

• Volunteer with a Campaign

• Donate to a Campaign

• Meet with Candidates



Elections
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• How to prepare to 
vote:
• Register to vote: 

MyVote.ct.gov/lookup

• Determine political party

• Key election dates + type of 
election 

• Sample ballots

• Your polling location 

Stay Engaged with 

Connecticut SOTS at 

MyVote.CT.Gov



Elected Officials
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•Understand the different 

levels + positions in 

Government

• Identify + Meet your 

elected officials

•Communicate + Share 

your expertise or concerns 

with your elected officials



Legislative 
Process
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• Stay informed on issues:

• Your town/city’s website

• cga.ct.gov

• congress.gov

•Understand the budget 

process

• Learn how to submit 

testimony + read a bill

•Understand the decision 

making process



Why Civic 
Participation 

Matters? 

Office of the Connecticut Secretary of the State

Civic Participation Strengthens Democracy:

• Informed voters reflect the community

• Participation builds trust within government processes

Current Election-related news:

• Executive orders = Changing election procedures

• Discussions about voter identification and 

proof-of-citizenship requirements

What our office can do:

• We provide official, real-time information on 

registration rules, documentation requirements, voting 

options, and upcoming changes leading into the 2026 

election

PowerofCivics.ct.gov



Civically Engaged 
Organizations 
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Visit this 
website to sign 
up to be a 
Civically 
Engaged 
Organization:

Norwalk CEOs: 
• Norwalk ACTS
• Ametheia DraG
• ElderHouse, Inc.
• Fairfield County's Community Foundation
• HELP, Inc
• HMTX Industries
• Lennie Rose Estate Appraisals, Inc.
• Livity, LLC
• Odyssey Family Executive Center 
• Open Doors
• Restoratively Speaking, LLC
• Smart Kids with Learning Disabilities
• St. Paul's On The Green
• The Carver
• The Odyssey Family Executive Center of South 

Norwalk
• Walton altEnergy



Thank You!
Follow us @CTSOTS on 

Facebook, LinkedIn, TikTok & Instagram


